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SPEND THE SEASON WITH 


In her stories, Rebecca™ can’t wait 
for the first night of Hanukkah to 
begin...she and her sisters have made 
secret gifts to give everyone in the 
family. Imagine her delight when 
Rebecca's sisters present her with 


a gift, too—a beloved holiday outfit! 


To experience Rebecca's entire world, 
visit the American Girl store 
nearest you, call 800-845-0005, 
or visit americangirl.com/rebecca. 


Must be 18 years of age to purchase, Key Code: 165119 
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Meet an 
AG Reader 
BremmaD 


and our cat, who is named 
Cash. 


read 
and do crafts, cook and play 
video games. | also like to 
work on my Web site—it’s 
all about pie. 


Use travel gear from your summer vacation to help 


keep your school stuff organized in your locker. ILOVE pie, 


so much. | even have a purse 
that’s shaped like a pie. 


saath ote scene mee em, alll t emma lth A a cm NNR a 


Hang It 

A hanging travel kit will keep your school supplies 
in order—plus, the clear plastic pockets let you colored pencils. 
see everything. 


lonce made a video of myself 
sneezing and then showed it 


Tag It 


Cute, colorful luggage to my friend. It was funny. 
tags can hold important 
info such as schedules, 
checklists, reminders, goulash. It means stew, and 
or phone numbers. you say it like this: GOO-lawsh. 
I'llbe a famous 
chef in Paris. Ill cook the 

Zi p it best food. 

Use small zippered cosmetic bags to contain little 

things you need—just grab and go. like the crafts—fun to make 
Band: small towel, braces guard, lip balm and easy. 


Lunch: extra lunch money, dental floss, 
emergency granola bar 9) produce Jury, 
Gym: comb, elastics, socks, 

combination 
lock, sunscreen 
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Girls Express 


How Do 
You Shine? 


Shining Star 


parents and started two Web 
sites—one to help feed dogs, 
} and the other to feed cats. 


| imi A. wants to do Both of Mimi's sites feature AG readers are great at helping 

Mi all she can to help a daily trivia question. When a others. Your efforts could make 
homeless animals. player answers the question— you our next Shining Star. In the 
Every month, the 13-year-old right or wrong—a pet-food past, we have featured: 
helps to deliver bag after heavy company donates tén pieces of : : 
bag of pet food to an animal shelter food. That might not sound like * meee ponent: oo 
near her home in Oregon. “There much, but it adds up fast! So far, : 
are tens of thousands of dogs and Mimi’s Web site has generated 
cats in animal shelters across the one million meals for dogs and 
country, all needing to be fed cats living at shelters around the 
a good meal,” Mimi says. United States, including Mimi's 
But where does she get local shelter! 

all that food? et year, Mimi “Il love seeing the shelves in 3% a girl who tutors homeless 
played an online game that the storage rooms fill up,” Mimi children and also organizes 
donated food to a world hunger says. “It’s great to be able to feed Ganatian delves: 
program for each question that homeless dogs and cats.” 
a player answered correctly. 
Thinking that she could use hel 
the idea to help feed homeless Pp ing. 
animals, Mimi got help from her voluntee, 


happie, 
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AG’s Back-to-School Survival Guide 


lw 1€One t ° 
eri oO 2 
rlao Ww, oo With 
ite your locker combo on i 
oat iece of paper and look at it. 
api 


a funny chant by 
of Yano to the numbers- 
Let’s say that your combo : 
34-21-07. Your locker chan’ 
could be: 434 cats chase 


21 dogs: 7 days a week.” 
'S. 
We 3. Sing that to yourself 20 ed 
3 ~ It should stick in your head. 


| 4. \fyou still have nie . 
ite 

, ) remembering, wri 

| | chant ona piece of paper to 


| keep with you. If someone 
: | were to read “34 cats add 
| 5,7 days 4 week,” she 
\ 21 dogs, 
| | would NEVER know 
| i 
| your locker combo 
| 
\ 
| 
ead to Ace Your 
chool Photo 
Thanks to these re, a 
for Sending their school 
Photos to us! 


Madison p. 
‘ag ? Age 9, lowa 
Sy 


Anna Grace B 
Age 1 eB, 
1 S ge 10, Florida Age 9, Tennesse. 
e Avoid Wearing 2 = 
clothes with wild — your hair 3. Pelee duile 
Own or partiall 
Patterns. y 
shisida be aac Pulled back, for the camera 
in the photo ; beg Ponytails aren't al . tough. 
yoko. , NO always flattering e Ma iggling to 
in photos, your grin 
4K American Girl 


look natural, 
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True Story 


Johnetta buys and sells in the stock 
market—with real money. 


Dear American Girl 


In first grade, I started learning about economics—that’s the 7Y a 
the way goods are made, sold, and bought. At my school, each Uae 
class gets $20,000. The money is put into an account for the class ~ we 
reach sixth grade. Then we elect a group of students from our sche 3 
research and form opinions about stocks. The junior board—of which I’m 


a member—makes decisions on what stocks to buy or sell with the money 


--$€ ---------------------pagg---- 


Cut out card. Flip over for directions. 


in our class account. : . 
Buying stock is like buying a piece of a company. Depending on how we 


the company does and what’s happening in the world, the stock’s pase 

goes up or down. When our stocks do well, we make money for the class. m4 
And when the stocks aren't doing great, we'll lose ue: 
graduate, whatever profit we have made gets split. Half the profitis A ol 
donated to a good cause, and the other half is given out to the re, 

Being on the junior board has taught me a lot about the way the wor 

works. And it’s fun, too. At the end of the year, the teachers throw a 
party for us. We eat pizza and—you quessed it—talk about stocks. 


ML. 


Age 13, Illinois 


money: When we 


Sincerely, 


What do you do 
Ee right after school? 
ie . 3 watch TV 
Smart Saving SEN: 
What’s the best way to cling to your cash? 

These girls shared their best saving tips. 


% play on the computer 
% do homework 


“When | want to buy something, | ask “Get two jars—one for spending, one for 
myself: Will | wear or use that? Do! own saving. Put half of your allowance into What's your favorite 
something like it? Do | absolutely love it? one jar and the other half into the other piece of clothing? 
# : a it cheaper Sonnet. else? By jar. You'll have aici to spend right x cute tank top 
g lots of questions, | usually convince away, so you won't be as tempted to 
myself that | don’t need the item afterall.” spend your savings.” % P retty dress 
-Ollie -Charlotte 


*% pair of jeans 
% comfy T-shirt or sweatshirt 


Neat Notebook 


appliqué 


$< American Girl 


girl 
After school, girls say they: 


have a snack do homework 


play onthecomputer watch TV 


For favorite clothing, girls like: 


a pair of jeans a pretty dress 
a comfy T-shirt or a cute tank top 
sweatshirt 
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Girls Express 


Are You Superstitious? 


Do you believe everything you’ve heard about what 
brings luck—both good and bad? Take this quiz! 


1. You're walking to school. About how 
many cracks in the sidewalk have you 
stepped on? 

a. Um, how should | know? Am 
| supposed to be counting the 
cracks or something? 

b. NONE. You know what happens 
when people step on cracks! 


3. You and your friend say exactly 
the same phrase at exactly the 
same time. You 
a. laugh—isn’t it funny how that 

happens sometimes? 
b. immediately blurt out “Jinx!” 


Answers 

If you answered mostly @’S, you're not 
superstitious. Sometimes you'll play 
along with a superstition just for fun, 
but you don’t truly believe in it. 


o 

r 
ler 
On. Le 


\ 
2. Yourteamis ona winning streak. 

That’s because 

@. everybody has started to play 
really well together. 

b.| secretly haven’t washed my 
game jersey since the first win 
in the streak. 


4. You have an important test today. 
What's in your pocket? 
@. a list of vocab words to review 
at lunch 
b. my notes and a four-leaf-clover 
key chain—plus, I’m wearing 
my lucky undies 


If you answered mostly b’s, you're 
superstitious. You believe what you 


hear about luck, even if it isn’t logical. 


Just remember: the best “luck” comes 
from hard work and trying your best. 


TT ae 


Sh i 22 tus 
fi ; : wy tage! 
| ai | ‘ moving 


Make someone’s day with a 
small act of kindness. 


Put yourself in charge of to help you check store 
gathering coupons for fam- or product Web sites for 
ily grocery trips. Find them special offers. Organize the 
in most Sunday newspapers _ coupons in an envelope, and 
and in packets and flyers see how much money you 
that come in the mail. You can save on your family’s 

| also could ask a parent next shopping trip. 


Courtney D. says, “Your parents 
will be happy when you pull a 
coupons to help save money! 


Girls Express 


Our covers were the inspiration 
for this reader artwork. 


Erige bo Us/ 


* * 
* * 


We can’t print every letter, but we read everything you send to us. 
Hope to hear from you soon! 3K 


Envelope art by 


SydneyR 


i 
en Mh Age 10, Illinois 


Ujddleten WL S336A_ 


Send us a cool envelope! Print our address neatly on the front 
and your return address on the back. 
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Contest 


Fun Feathers 


Caitlin tt. 


Age 12, Arkansas 


“} 
| 
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Heart to Heart 


These girls share their feelings about dress 
codes and how they show their style while 


10 


still following the rules. 


school. I love to wear 
brightly colored patterns, 
so I wear patterned cami- 
soles underneath my 
collared shirts. That way, 

I can wear patterns without 
breaking my school’s rules. 


AbbyM. 


Age 11, Massachusetts 


3X AmericanGirl 


Our dress 
code says that 
we can’t wear 


straps or short skirts on 
their own. So, when I want 
to wear a shirt that has 
spaghetti straps, I wear 

a cute, short-sleeved top 
underneath it. When 

I wear a skirt, I wear color- 
ful leggings underneath. 


We have to When you layer clothes, 
wear plain, you can put together a 
collared pretty awesome outfit! 

| shirts at my Hannah C. 


Age 12, North Carolina 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


Weneed > 
your help! 


In the March/April 2010 


issue, you will see some big 


My school has 


a dress code, 


changes in our “Heart to 


and I show our Heart” department! We are 


personal style by carrying asking you to send in 
cute, colorful backpacks questions for other girls to 
and decorating our folders answer. For example, 
with stickers. It'sa really 13-year-old Susanna wants 
great way for each of us to be a marine biologist 
to show our personalities. when she grows up be- 

' Katie N : ; cause she wants to help 


leeioraeg neeey animals. She wants to 


know, “What do you want 
to be when you grow up, 


‘Big Snuth 
What can you 


and why?” ia 


‘far % 
Send your answers to 


wear anywhere? 
A smile! 


Susanna’s question (and 


your own questions!) to 


the address on page 7. 
Postmark deadline: 

| October 10, 2009. Some 
- Some people 

like dress 
codes, and 
some people 
don't like dress codes. If 
you have adress code or — 
hhave to wear auniform, 
just remember that every 
girl is unique, no matter 
what she wears! 

Kathe B. 


Age 12, California 


answers will appear in the 
March/April 2010 issue. +« 
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[Don’t Let \ 
‘It Stop Me > 


a _ Meet five girls who stand up to the fo 
\\ challenges that life hands them. if 
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Credits on page 1. 


Facing a rare blood disease has made Sydney | 4 


determined to help find a cure. ee 


face was swollen. So the 

doctor ordered a lot of tests and 
discovered that | have a disease that 
causes my blood cells to act in a way 
that’s not normal, and that’s what 
caused the swelling. The disease is 
called Langerhans cell histiocytosis 
(hiss-tee-oh-sy-TOE-sis). It’s not 
cancer, but doctors have figured out 
that it can be treated with some of 
the same medicines. | started 
chemotherapy right away, which 
meant that | had strong medicine 
injected into my body every week. 

That was a hard time for me. 
| was scared and unhappy, and the 
medicines | was taking made me feel 
tired, achy, and sometimes cranky. 
| missed school every time | went in 
for treatment. But that’s when my 
necklace project really took off. 

Before | got sick, | had been 
making necklaces out of rocks that 
I'd found while walking on the beach. 
1 used to sell the necklaces and 
keep all the money for myself. But 
| realized that | could use these 
necklaces to raise money to research 
my disease. If scientists knew more 
about it, they could come up with 
better treatments. By raising money, 
I'd be helping other kids like me. 

| get help from friends and 
family to make the necklaces, and 
we've made a lot of them. Necklace 
sales already have raised more than 
$52,000 for research, and every 
penny represents another step 
closer to a cure. 

Thanks to the treatment, | don’t 
have symptoms of my disease 


U 
rae { 

bout two years ago, my mom - —~~~y 
noticed that one side of my A 
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anymore. | get a few checkups a year, 
and the longer | go without the 
disease coming back, the more 
likely it is that it won't ever reappear. 


| try not to think about it too much, 
though—I just keep my head up 
and focus on what | can do to help 


others, one necklace at a time. 
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Her learning disability can be frustrating, but 
it only makes Aly work that much harder. 


that well in school. The teachers 

talked to my mom about getting 
me a little extra help, and that’s when 
I started going to special classes in 
school to deal with what my mom 
and | call my “glitch.” It just means 
that | don’t learn the same way as 
other people do and that some 
kinds of schoolwork are harder for 
me than they are for others. 

One strange thing about this glitch 
is that a lot of the time, | don’t even 
know that it’s happening. I'll write 
something in school, and then when 


E n first grade, | wasn’t doing all 


| check it, I’ll find all kinds of mistakes. 


For example, | mix up my b’s and d’s 
a lot. | feel as if I’m writing a b, but 
| actually write a d. When | see that, 
| think, How did | get that all wrong? 
So you can see how that makes 
school difficult for me. When | was 
younger, some people would give me 
a hard time. They’d tease me about 
leaving my regular class to go see a 
different teacher, or they'd say that 
the work | was doing was so much 
easier than everyone else’s. But these 
days, most people say, “Hey, she’s got 
a learning disability. How can | help 


her?” Most of the time | know the 
answers—I just need someone to help 
me talk it out. It’s usually easier for me 
to figure out the answers by saying 
things out loud than working them 
out on paper. 

| try not to get frustrated. Some- 
times | feel as if | have to work so 
much harder than the other kids—for 
example, if we get a math worksheet, 
and | hear people saying, “Oh, this is 
so easy. I’m already done,” and I’m 
still only on question two. | just go 
at my own pace, and I’m OK with that. 
| don’t let this glitch overpower me. 


ey 


ie Fee 
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| Hearing aids have helped Grace, and she wants : 
; other kids to be able to have them, too. ng 
| gymnastics and cheerleading. I’m the _ will pay for glasses and wheelchairs, a 
but hearing aids are important, too. fii 


hen | was a baby, my parents 
found out that my hearing 
wasn’t good. | got my first 


pair of hearing aids when | was three 
months old, and I’ve worn them ever 
since. Hearing aids don’t make my 
hearing perfect—they make all 
sounds louder, not just the sounds 
| want to hear. So | hear the car engine 
or the refrigerator as loudly as the 
voice of the person speaking to me. 
I've worked hard to learn how to 
concentrate on the important sounds 
and ignore the rest of the noise. 

| don’t let my hearing loss get in 
my way. I take dance lessons, and | do 


only person at my school who wears 
hearing aids, and sometimes kids in 
other classes will stare. But | usually 
don’t pay attention to that. Lots of 
times | forget that I’m even wearing 
hearing aids, but they're important to 
me. | got them so that | could grow up 
knowing how to speak. It’shardto 
learn to speak if you don’t know what 
words sound like. 

Still, not all kids who experience 
hearing loss are able to get hearing 
aids. Hearing aids cost a lot of money, 
and many insurance companies won't 
pay for them. Most insurance plans 


When my mom found out about 
the insurance companies, she started 
asking our state lawmakers to write 
a law that would make insurance 
companies pay for hearing aids for 
kids. When | got older, | helped her. 
My mom and I spent a lot of time at 
our state capitol, trying to convince 
lawmakers that this law was a good 
idea. It took a lot of work, but finally 
last year, the law passed—and it was 
named after me! The law will help kids 
in my state get the hearing aids they 
need. | feel so proud about that. 


“Lots of times < © 
IforgetthatI’m @ 


even wearing 
hearing aids.” ; 


naced). 


Age 10 ‘ 
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MM y parents noticed a little bald 

Ni spot on my head when | was 
about two. Doctors said that 

| might have been born with a disease 
that makes people’s hair fall out. 
The disease is called alopecia areata 
(al-oh-PEE-shuh ar-ee-AH-tuh). 
The hair grew back, though, and 
then nothing happened for a long 
‘time. But when | was in fourth grade, 
my hair started falling out again. 
This time, though, it wasn’t just a 
small patch. 

My hair went little by little. At first, 
| lost the hair on the back of my head. 
The rest of my hair was long, so it 
covered up the patches. But then 


“4 nape’ | to. 
figure out" 
howto be 


I started losing the rest, and | got 
permission from the principal to wear 
a hat to school. | could cover up, but 
it wasn’t as if | could hide what was 
going on. People stared at me, and 
some even called me names. | didn’t 
want to get out of bed in the morn- 
ings. | was late to school often, and 

I cried a lot. 

In reality, more people were 
supportive of me than mean to me, 
but | needed to figure out how to be 
happier on my own. One day, | turned 
my attitude around. | was on a field 
trip. My head was hot under my hat, 
so | finally decided to take the hat off. 
And you know what? No one cared. 


Losing her hair was awful, but the experience 
made Meghan stronger than ever. 


From that day on, | was fine. 

| became friends with some girls 

that day because they didn’t think 
my bald head was a big deal. Another 
time, when some guys at the police 
station where my dad works said that 
| looked cool bald, | even started to 
believe it. 

My hair started growing back 
about a year ago. It’s still short, but 
it’s coming back. This is a strange 
disease—I could have hair for the 
rest of my life, or it could fall out 
again tomorrow. But it won’t be so 
bad if it happens again. | won’t cry. 
I'll just pout for a day and then get 
over it, because I like who! am. 


big deal.” 


Age9 


y mom noticed that 
something was wrong 
when | started getting so 


thirsty. I'd have a lot to drink before 
bed, which was unusual for me. One 
time, | opened a big container of 
apple juice and kept refilling my 
glass. Before | knew it, I’d drunk the 
entire container! My mom called my 
doctor, and we went in right away. 

| had a few blood tests, and the 
results were certain—I had diabetes 
(die-uh-BEE-tis). 

Here’s what my type of diabetes 
is: An organ in your body called the 
pancreas makes a chemical called 
insulin. Insulin helps you to digest 


Smt): 


Aber ML. 


“Once I knew 
' what I needed to 
‘t,  do,itwasn’ta 
} 


food by breaking down its sugars. 
My pancreas had stopped working, 
which meant that the amount of 
sugar in my blood was very high. That 
can be dangerous, so! had to learn 
how to control my blood-sugar level. 
My eating habits had to change in 
a big way. With diabetes, | can’t eat 
a lot of sugar or carbohydrates, which 
are natural sugars found in foods 
such as bread and pasta. | have to 
figure out exactly how much sugar 
or how many carbs | plan to eat, and 
then | get an injection of insulin 
before the meal to help my body 
process the food. Also, | test my 
blood-sugar level often. I’m always 


4 a —— 
— es esas SoS” Se aS oP 


Having diabetes has changed Alexis’s 
life, but it hasn’t dimmed her spirit. 


trying to keep my blood sugar in a 
healthy range. The level can drop 
when | exercise, but that doesn’t 
keep me out of gym class or off the 
basketball court—I just keep some 
juice boxes around to boost my 
blood sugar if | need to. 

It’s a lot of work—and not a lot 
of fun—to keep track of everything, 
but I’ve gotten used to my new 
habits. | was a little scared at first 
because | wasn’t sure how my life 
would change. Once | knew what 
| needed to do, though: it Wasn't 
a big deal. My life is different now 
thanit w was before, but it has be- 
come completely regular to me. x 
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Sweet Sneaks 


Give your shoes a new look with these removable decorations! 


Fuzzy side 
of the 
fastener 


Turn your shoes into a walking work 
of art! First place one piece of a VELCRO 
BRAND® adhesive hook-and-loop fastener 
(available at fabric stores) on your shoe. 
Then place the other piece on the back 


of your embellishment. Make a few Loopy side 
embellishments so you can change the of the 
fastener 


look of your shoe every day. Try one 
of these ideas ona pair of shoes: 


Bitty Bows 
A fabric flower scrapbook sticker or appliqué will 
make your feet look sweet. Make a bouquet of 
embellishments for every day of the week. 


“jolt Stepremepanmemmee nape serImeetesers—s 


Use chipboard scrapbook lettering to 
spell out a word or your initials. Create 
anew three-letter combination every day. 


Ls pretty pate h adds a punch of color to 
in pair of shoes. Change the 
° decoration every season! 


Show off your top four favorite things with 
a few epoxy stickers. Change them as many 
times as your favorite things change! 


Your toes will sparkle with different-colored 
rhinestones. Change the colors every day. 
Be creative! 


20 


Use our simple tips to 


revive your body and say 


1. 


Stand with your 
feet hip-width 
apart and your 
hands pressed 

together at your 

chest (as if 
you're praying). 


4 American Girl 


good-bye to stress. 


As you breathe 
in, sweep your 
arms out to the 
side and overhead. 
Lean backward 
slightly, and look 
toward the sky. 


As you breathe 
out, bend over 
and try to touch 
your toes, 
bending your 
knees as much 
as you need to. 


WN ca; 


Spa Fun, 


'N Dog rk Stores 


Breathe in, 
and bring your 
body up slowly 
with your arms 
out to the sides. 
Bring your arms 
overhead again 

and look up. 


©TOund jn 


IWVailable 


3. 


Breathe out, 
and slowly 
lower your 
hands back 

to your chest 

(palms together). 


& 


irre eer emee 


SEERA tae een streets ag Tne Ye ela atte ees. 


e 
A Pillow for Your Eyes 
Lie in bed for a few minutes with a lavender 
pillow over your eyes. Don’t have one? 


Make one. Here’s how: 


2. 


Stretch the 
end of a soft 
cotton sock over 
the mouth of 
the cup. Turn 
the cup upside 
down to fill 
the sock with 
the rice mixture. 


1. 


Ina tall cup, 
mix 1 cup of 
uncooked 
rice with 
2 tablespoons 
of dried lavender 
(found at 
health-food 
stores). 


3. 


Tie a ribbon 
tightly around 
the sock’s 
opening. Lay 
the eye pillow 
over your eyes, 
and relax. 


After a warm shower or 


before putting on pj’s, slick 
ona sweet-smelling lotion. 
Try rose or lavender. Then 
sip some chamomile tea 
(pronounced CAM-oh-meel). 


/)( 


j ; ' 
/ 


/ 
iy 
€ | 
Calm down your breathing. As you lie on your 
back in bed, clench your toes for five seconds, 
and then release. Work your way up your body, 
tensing and releasing the muscles in your legs, 
stomach, arms, hands, and even face. Then scan 
your body from head to toe. Is there any tension 
left, or are you ready to drift off? 


Now you should be set for a sound sleep. After 
a sound sleep, you'll be ready for a great day. x 


Show your Halloween 
spirit with these funny 
fashion ideas! 


Eerie Eyeballs 

I’ve got my eyes on you! Attach googly eyes 
to a pair of stud earring blanks (found in the 
jewelry aisle of craft stores) with Glue Dots. 
Or use Glue Dots to attach lots of googly 
eyes to a pair of old sunglasses. 


Haunted Hairdo 


Fill your hair with creepy spiders or bats. 
Separate your hair into two pigtails, and 
secure each side with a hair elastic. Add two 
more hair elastics to each side. Cover each 
hair elastic with a plastic Halloween ring. 


i : 

>, Boo-tiful 
s Bracelets ee 
Turnchenillestemsintofuzzy = 
jewelry.Holdtheendsof = = 
2 chenille stems in one hand : 
and use your other hand to © 
twist the stems around each 
other. Now, bend the bracelet 
into a hoop. Overlap the stems 
by 1 inch on each side. Twist 
stems around each other, 
making sure the pointy ends 
are tucked under. Now, slip on | 
your wrist! 


Spooky - | 
Sock Buddies — 


Stuck with one mismatched 
sock? Turn it into a Halloween 
1 decoration! Fill the foot of an 
old sock with uncooked rice. 
Wrap a rubber band tightly - 
, around the middle of the — 
sock to prevent the rice from 
spilling. Trim the leftover 
material. Set your buddy 
down so that the rubber ban 
is hidden. Cut shapes fror 


a 


to attach the shapes an 
googly eyes to your budc 
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Eyeball Accessories 
Googly eyes make an outfit instantly 
spooky! For rings, use Glue Dots to attach 
googly eyes to old rings. To make a belt, 
use Glue Dots to attach about 10 googly 
eyes to a piece of ribbon that is long 
enough to tie loosely around your waist. 
Leave the ends of the ribbon plain so that 
you can tie them in a bow. — 


Critter Cuff 


Cut a strip of felt about 9 inches long 

and 2 inches wide. Set aside. Cut a small 
animal out of felt. Carefully cut details 
from felt and attach to the animal with 
fabric glue. Glue the completed animal to 
the center of your felt strip. Let dry. Attach 
VELCRO BRAND?® adhesive hook-and-loop 
fasteners to each end of the bracelet (one 
on the front of the felt strip and one on 
the back of the felt strip). 


Spellbound 
Stockings 


Turn two pairs of colorful tights 
into one mismatched masterpiece! 
With a parent’s permission, cut the 
right leg off one pair of tights and 
set it aside. Cut the left leg off 
another pair of tights and set it 
aside. Now put on both tights—one 
at a time. Poof! Two different colors! 


Creepy Kicks 

The craft on pages 18-19 can be 
perfect for Halloween. Use 
Halloween-themed ribbon, 
appliqués, or plastic bugs to 
make your feet look frightful. 


seizes 
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Some people think that the way you write can reveal 
_ | your personality. Take this fun quiz to see if you agree. 


‘th circles? 
dot your i's with circ 
Do you 
@e yes t 
b. no L 
++ might mean: 
ae es : r of the show! 


ing the sta : 
ve being ewith 
a. You es ally comfortabl tions. 
You're usu a 


t 
oming or doing presen - Look at the Way you’ve 
ion, you 
Ib. whenit comes to oe Gerids. crossed your lowercase 
° Ww 

not one to phe feels right. t's. Are the bars 

just wear 
You? @. low? + 


by high? 0 


flying away? aye! 


perf 


What it might mean: 


@-. You sometimes forget how 
great you really are. 


b, You set really high goals 
and tend to Push yourself. 


You often find yourself 
staring out the window 
or daydreaming. 


Which way do your 
letters slant? 
a. Xo The \eke 


b. to the right 
C. they dorit slant 


What it might mean: 


ttle bit shy sometimes. 


A. You probably feel ali 
ing others’ secrets. 


But you're great at keep’ 


bb. Youtend to be outgoing and friendly, 


Whe re do but you can be impatient sometimes, too. 
you 
@. ali dot you C. You know how to think for yourself, 
ittle to the rj r lowe 
b € right of the; ( rcase i? and you make good decisions easily. 
* directly above thei l 
¢ 
° Very close to the; l 
i 
What; 
a : 
tit might me sit 


a. y, 
(e] y 
Urea quick thin 


at lightni ker, and you ji 
ng Speed, you like to finish 6 
ur Work 


b 


Pi : 
erfection! You a 
ave it. 


Cc. Yi 
Our secrets are s 


What’ ‘afe— 
t's on your mind you rarely tel] = 
: pie 
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Contest Winners 


we invited you to write 


Alicia is wearing a beautiful dress to the talent show— 


\/y little brother, James, and I were 

b alking home from school one Friday 
afternoon, our sneakers crunching 

the newly fallen leaves. The cool October breeze 

felt so nice. 

“Are you excited for Tuesday, Alicia?” asked 
James, breaking the silence. 

“Yes, but I’m also nervous,” I said. On 
Tuesday, I would be playing my violin at the 
talent show at my school. It seemed as if James 
was more excited about the show than I was. 

I had just started playing the violin two months 


x AmericanGirl 


but not in the way she thought she would. 


ago. That’s why I was nervous. Also, all the boys 
in my sixth-grade class are immature, so if 
I messed up, they would tease me forever. 

When we got to our house, I stuck my key in 
the lock and gave it a twist. James sprinted into 
the house, dropping his backpack on the kitchen 
floor with a thump. 

“James! For the last time, you can’t drop 
your bag in the middle of the floor and leave it 
there. Mom almost tripped on it when she was 
cooking. Remember?” I yelled. 

James grabbed his backpack and ran to his 


Illustrations: Jennifer Kalis 


room. I heard the door open, and Mom walked 
in with two grocery bags and a yellow bag with 
pink flowers on it. Dad came in behind her with 
one more bag. 

“You guys beat us home. When did you 
get here?” asked Mom. 

“We got here just a minute ago,” I said. 

“You both should go up and get started on 
your homework,” said Dad. “You can have a 
snack first if you want. Then later, your mother 
and I want to talk to you about something.” 

I grabbed an apple and dragged my 
backpack up to my room. When I got there, 
I went straight to the phone and called my 
best friend, Olivia. 

“Hello?” said Olivia. 

“Hey, Olivia, it’s Alicia.” 

“Hi, Alicia. What’s up?” 

“Nothing, really. Are you excited for the 
talent show on Tuesday?” I asked. 

“Just nervous. I can’t even sing that well,” 
said Olivia. 


“Yes, you can! You're the best singer I know,” 


I exclaimed. I added, “I am so nervous to play 
my violin.” 

“Do you want to come over to my house 
to have a sleepover and practice for the talent 
show?” said Olivia. 

“Thanks, Olivia,” I said. 

“Anytime,” Olivia said back. 

I was just finishing up my homework when 


I heard Mom call my name. I put aside my math 
assignment and went downstairs. When I got to 
the bottom of the stairs, I saw Mom smiling and 


holding the yellow bag with pink flowers on it. 
“We got a new dress for you to wear to the 
talent show!” Mom said. 
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Mom handed me the bag, and I gave her a big 
smile. I opened the bag and removed the tissue 
paper to reveal the most beautiful dress I’d ever 
seen. It was a violet dress with glitter and sequins 
all over it, and it had spaghetti straps. 

“Mom, thank you so much!” I exclaimed. 
“It’s so pretty!” 

“I’m glad you like it,” Mom said. 

Iran to my room to try on the dress. It 
looked beautiful! It was just a little long, so 
Mom said she’d hem it for me and hung it up 
in the sewing room. I couldn’t wait to wear my 
dress for the talent show. 
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the next morning, the telephone rang. 
4 It was Olivia. She asked if we could 
__ havea sleepover that night and work on 
our acts for the talent show together. Mom said 
I could go, so I got my stuff ready. Around six 
o'clock, Mom drove me to Olivia’s house. 

“Hey!” said Olivia when she saw me at the door. 

“Hi!” I answered. I was carrying a bag and 
my violin. 

“Let’s go up to my room,” said Olivia. 

We walked up the stairs to her room, and 
I put down my stuff. I laid my sleeping bag on 
the floor, next to hers. We worked on our acts 
together and laughed and had fun. Then we had 
dinner and played games until we went to bed. 

On Sunday morning, Mom picked me up and 
drove me home. I ran up to my room to put my 
stuff away. Then I went into Mom’s sewing room 
to look at my dress again. 

I opened the door, and the spot where the 
dress should have been hanging was empty. 
At first, I thought Mom had moved the dress. 
I searched the sewing room and then went and 


looked in my room. The dress was nowhere to 
be found. My eyes started to fill with tears. 

I was about to go ask Mom when I had a terrible 
thought. I ran to James’s room. If James touched 
my dress ...1 thought. 

I walked into James’s room and couldn’t 
believe what I saw. My beautiful dress was cut 
up! Pieces of violet fabric lay all over the floor 
and bed. Part of my dress was strung up like 
a tent, and inside the tent was James. I was so 
angry! How could he do this to me!? I thought. 
I ran down to the kitchen where Mom was 
cooking breakfast. 

“Mom! Mom!” I yelled. 

“What happened, Alicia?” Mom asked. 

“James ruined my dress! It’s ruined!” 

I shouted, beginning to cry. 

“Let me come up and see,” said Mom. 

When we got to James’s room, Mom’s 
expression was a mixture of anger and 
sadness. 

“James! What were you thinking?” Mom 
exclaimed. 
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“T, uh, thought it was an old dress you were forgive me!” he said. 
using for scraps,” James said nervously. “I go “Of course I can!” I replied. 
in the sewing room all the time to get cloth to I ended up putting on a great performance at 
make stuff.” the talent show—and I still have that beautiful 


Mom sat him down and talked to him sternly. _ violet wrap. +« 
But what about me? What would I wear? 
I thought. 

I decided that I would just have to wear my 
old black dress. I went to practice my violin 
piece, trying to hold back more tears. I finished 
my weekend homework and went to bed early, 
still so angry with James. 


‘uesday morning, I woke up early. Next 
to my bed was my old black dress. Next 
i to that, I saw something violet. I rubbed 
the sleep out of my eyes and looked again. There 
was a violet wrap made out of what used to be my 
beautiful dress. I realized that Mom must have 
used the pieces to make me a wrap. 

I tried on the black dress and the wrap together. 
When I put it on, I felt really good. I thought, 

A wrap will last longer than a dress. Sooner 
or later, the violet dress would have gotten too 
small to wear. But I can keep this wrap forever. 

I rushed down the stairs to find Mom in the 
kitchen. She smiled as she saw me run up to her in 
the black dress and violet wrap. I threw my arms 
around her and exclaimed, “Thank you so much, 
Mom! It’s so pretty.” 

Out of the corner of my eye, I saw James sitting 


te—_aee J have a twin brother, so when 
I wrote this story, I imagined what it might 
be like if he were my little brother. We pull 
a lot of pranks on each other, so if he were 
my little brother, I’ll bet he would be 
mischievous, just like James! 


at the table, sadly looking down into his cereal. 
I went over to him and said, “James, I am really 
sorry for getting so angry. Can you forgive me?” 


James broke out into a grin. “Only if you can Cary, age 11, lives in Georgia. 
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The Dress Disaster 


by Rachel H. 


Liz can’t believe that she is wearing the ugliest 


dress she’s ever seen—to school. 


iz dashed through the halls of Madison 
i Elementary. But it wasn’t because she was 

trying to get to class on time. No, at this 
point, Liz didn’t mind being late at all. She knew 
that being late would not be the thing that would 
make her classmates snicker when she walked 
into the room. Maybe if I run, no one will be able 
to tell what I’m wearing, she thought. 

The dress was hideous. It was bright yellow, 
with a skirt that was as round as a lampshade, 
complete with lacy bows on the sleeves and a 
teddy bear on the front. She hated the dress. She 
was wearing it for a good reason, but that didn’t 
make it any easier. 


3K AmericanGirl 


he previous night, Liz and her family 
T had celebrated her birthday with her 

grandmother who was visiting for a few 
days. Liz’s grandmother had given her a gift 
and said, “Happy birthday, Liz! I hope you like 
it.” Liz opened the bag, hoping to see a cute, 
stylish outfit. But instead she saw the complete 
opposite. It was dread at first sight. 

“Thank you, Grammy. How thoughtful!” Liz 
had said with her best polite smile. Liz loved her 
grandma and knew she meant well, but the frilly 
yellow dress was just not right for a girl her age. 
She was planning to bury it in her drawer and 
never wear it. 


aie 


Illustrations: Cathi Mingus 


The next morning, just as Liz was putting 
together a cute outfit for school—blue long- 
sleeved tee, jeans, and a pink bracelet—her 
mother came into the room. 

“Liz, it would make Grammy happy if she saw 
you wear the dress to school today.” 

“Really funny, Mom,” Liz replied. 

Liz’s mother sighed. “Please? Can you do it 
for Grammy?” 

Liz realized that her mother was serious. She 
was going to have to embarrass herself in order 
to make her grandmother happy. 

Liz slipped into the dress and looked in the 
mirror. It was even worse than she’d thought. 

She slowly walked down the stairs, feeling 
the lump getting bigger in her throat with 
every step. Her grandmother was waiting at the 
bottom of the stairs. “Someone’s looking pretty 
cute for school!” Grammy exclaimed. 

“Thanks, Grammy,” Liz said. She forced a 
smile and headed out the door to go to school. 
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s Liz entered the classroom, she 
felt her face get hot. She could feel 
the stares and hear the snickers of 
her fifth-grade classmates. Her best friend, 
Stephanie, looked concerned. Stephanie rose 
from her seat and approached Liz. 

“What happened?” Stephanie asked, 
knowing that her stylish best friend would 
never wear a dress like that by choice. 

“My grandmother—” 

“I think I see where this is going,” Stephanie 
interrupted. 

“She got me this dress for my birthday, and 
my mom made me wear it so that Grammy 
could see me wearing it to school,” Liz said. 

“Wow, bummer,” said Stephanie. 

That day, spelling class was awful. Liz could 
hear her name in whispers throughout the 
room, but the teacher, Ms. Jeffrey, didn’t seem 
to notice. She was too busy calling on students 
and asking them to spell words. 

I hate this dress! thought Liz. And I hate 
wearing it to school even more! Why in the world 
would they make a dress like this in my size? 

Suddenly, Liz heard her name. She turned 
her head to face Ms. Jeffrey. 

“Miss Patterson! I’ve called your name three 
times already. Spell ‘embarrassed.” 

The whole class giggled. Liz frowned. 

“E-M-B-A-R-R-A-S-E-D,” she guessed. 

Ms. Jeffrey shook her head. 

“You forgot the ‘s,” she said. 

Liz sighed. Wasn’t the dress embarrassing 
enough? However, the class was finding her 
spelling mistake quite amusing. 

The rest of the morning did not go very well, 
and things were about to get worse. 
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Ms. Jeffrey announced to the class, “OK, 
everybody line up for class pictures!” 

Class pictures! Oh no, thought Liz. I can’t 
believe I forgot! Why? Why do I have to look so 
silly today, my last elementary school picture day? 
People will still be talking about it in high school! 

Liz waited in line. She wanted to get this 
over with. 

Maybe, just maybe, she thought, my smile will 
look so nice that no one will pay attention to the 
dress when they look in the yearbook. 

When it was her turn to get her picture 
taken, Liz gave her best smile, the kind she has 
when she laughs. 

“Nice dress,” the photographer said after 
the picture. 

“Uh, thanks,” Liz said. She was sure that the 
photographer was making fun of her, just like 
everyone else. 
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t recess, while most of the students 
were running around in the crisp 
fall breeze, Stephanie saw Liz sitting 
alone on a bench. Liz’s head was resting in her 
hands, and when Liz raised her head, Stephanie 
could see tears in her eyes. 

Stephanie never liked to see anyone so 
sad, especially her best friend. She wanted to 
comfort Liz and see her be the happy, lively, 
bubbly girl that she usually was. So she sat 
down next to Liz and decided to give it a try. 

“Hi, Steph,” Liz said softly. 

“You OK?” asked Stephanie. 

“Not really. If I had known it was picture 
day, I would have begged my mom to not make 
me wear this dress today. But I completely 
forgot! And people will keep this year’s 
yearbook with my picture in it as a keepsake 
forever. They’ll show their children my picture, 
and say ‘Look, that’s Liz Patterson, ‘The Dress 
Disaster.” 


“Your personality is 
all that matters, and 
that’s what people 
will remember.” 


“Liz, I really don’t think that will matter to 
people. We all know you and know what a great 
person you are. You're fun, nice, funny, smart— 
and you're beautiful on the inside. Not even a 
not-so-pretty dress can change that! We like 


you for who you are. Your personality is all that 
matters, and that’s what people will remember. 
Now, c’mon, let’s go enjoy the sunshine.” 

Liz smiled, naturally this time. Stephanie 
was a great friend. And she was right. Why 
worry? After all, it was just a picture! She hoped 
that her classmates would remember her for her 
nice qualities and not the unfortunate teddy- 
bear dress. 

“Thanks, Steph,” Liz said. 

“Anytime,” said Stephanie. 


ix weeks later, Ms. Jeffrey handed out 
each student’s photos before the final 
bell rang. 

“Liz Patterson, please come and get your 
photos.” Liz felt butterflies in her stomach as 
she went to the front of the room. 

Liz and Stephanie walked out the doors 
of the school into the chilly air, about to open 
their envelopes with their photos inside. They’d 
promised each other that they would open them 
up together. 


“One, two, three!” 
and the two friends 
ripped the photos open. 

“Ha, look at me!” 
Stephanie laughed as she 
looked at her picture. Liz 
glanced at the photo and 
chuckled. Stephanie had a 
huge grin. 

Then they looked at 
Liz’s photo. 

“Wow. Liz, you 
look really good,” said 
Stephanie. 
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Liz had a nice, bright smile. And because 
the photo was taken from the shoulders up, 
the mortifying dress was cut completely out 
of the picture. 

Liz said good-bye to Stephanie and 
rushed down the sidewalk toward her 
house. She couldn’t wait to get home and 
send one of her new photos to Grammy. +« 


Rachel # 


Writing is one of my favorite 


things to do! I also love to act, and I’ve per- 
formed in many musicals. Acting gives me 
inspiration for my writing because it helps 
me write about the characters’ emotions. 


Rachel, age 13, lives in Georgia. 
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Watch for another stor ' a 
contest in an upcoming issue! 
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Start a school for your dolls where you’reé 


Lunch Tray & 
Accessories 


For a lunch tray, lay a sheet of 
paper ona small rectangular 
plastic lid. Cut or punch out 

a small craft-foam circle for 

a plate. Fold a square of tissue 
paper in half for a napkin. 
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Fresh Food 


Make sure your students eat a crust. Use craft foam or tissue 
balanced lunch. To make pretend paper for fillings. For an apple, 
sandwich bread, cut white cut a stem and leaf from craft 
foam-core board (found at craft foam, and glue them inside a red 
stores) into small triangles, and bead. Make a mini milk carton out 


glue on tan craft-foam edges for of paper. 


Now that you’re in charge, choose some 
ideas for your new pretend school: 


% 


Use what 
you've 
learned 
in school 
to create 

more 
tests and 
assignments. 


Bookshelves 

For library bookshelves, use 

the base from a plastic bead box. 
Cover the back with paper if you'd 
like. Fill shelves with bitty books. 


2) 
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Oh no! Hannah and Allie have crashed into each other. 
The candy in their trick-or-treat bags has fallen out and 
gotten mixed together. Out of all the pieces of candy, 
circle the five pieces that don’t appear more than once. 


Illustrations: Karen Wolcott 


HAPPY halloween 


Z. You will need this if you are ote to go 


as a witch for trick-or-treating. | 


If you were to see a ghost, you might stop 
pr What is another word for this? 


__ rides in the fall. 


Vane the cee listed lath see ify you can figure out all of these if 
words that begin with HA. We've done the first one for you. 


we 


Yew © 


focccwete skh eas 


This is something you'll wear on your head 
if you go as an angel for trick-or-treating. 


iar 
an aoe ae com 


If you divide your candy equally with your 
little sister, how much will you give her? 


Ee ee, 


nA 


This is a word for the time in 
the fall when farmers pick pumpkins. 
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Witch Words? + [ekg tree™ Sti 


Each word or group of words below stands for { Look closely at this tree. Can you find 10 


familiar words or phrases. What are they? shadowy shapes in the leaves? 


We've done the first one for you. 


covers 


Sleep 


Sleep under the covers 


Nimicght 


Tide, > be 


was su rae) 
by this issu 
Puzzle Pa f nee wh. kk rR 


Age 10, Pennsylvania 
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BE ProUd OF Who You are. 
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Illustration: Helen Dardik 


Dear American Girl, 


My sister and I are drifting apart. She’s going 
to college, and she has new friends. We used 


to hang out all the time, so I’m really sad. 
Missing my big sis 

Your sister’s life is changing, big-time. At college, she has lots of new 
responsibilities and interests to explore. See if you can keep in touch 
by phone, IM, or e-mail, and make plans to hang out when she’s home 


on breaks. Your relationship with her is changing, too, but it’s not 


ending. Even if you’re not as close for now, you'll always be sisters. 


Dear American Girl, Dear American Girl, 
I wanted to act in the school 
play. When I found out that 


I didn’t get cast, I cried in class. : 


I’m always spilling things and 
breaking stuff. I think my mom : 
won't let me do things because 
she’s thinks I’m irresponsible. 
But that’s not the problem—I’m : 
just really clumsy! 
Clumsy 

It’s normal for girls to be clumsy 


Plus, my best friend got a role. 
Now I don’t know how I can 
show my face again at school. 
Heartbroken 

For starters, act like you’re doing 
just fine. It might take some real > as they grow up. Your brain needs 
acting to be happy for your friend, : 


too, but it’s the right thing to do. 


time to get used to your body’s 
new size. Show your mom that : 
As for your career in theater, don’t : you’re being careful by focusing 
give up! Go to the next audition, on what you’re doing, and tell her 
and try out again. After all, not how frustrated you feel. Ask what 
even professional actresses get she was like at your age, and come 


all the parts they want. up with some solutions together. 


x : x 


Illustrations: Laura Cornell 


Dear American Girl, 

I want to serve hamburgers 

and cheesecake at my birthday 
party. But my friend is vegan, 
which means she won’t eat 
anything that comes from 
animals. What can I do? 

B-Day friend 

You can respect your friend and 

still serve your favorites at your 
party. Your friend can have a veggie 
burger when the rest of you dig 
into beef, and you can offer her a 
piece of fruit when your cheesecake 
is served later. Your friend will 
appreciate how thoughtful you 

are. Have a happy birthday! 


* 
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Dear American Girl, 

I was at summer camp with a 
girl from my school. She’s nice 
and fun, and we hung out at 
camp. But we're in different : 
circles at school, so I’m not sure ! 
that we'll still be friends now: 
that we’re going back to school. : 
Camp friend 
Sure, you're still friends. It just 

might not be the same friendship 
that you had at camp. Try inviting 
your friend over to your house to 
look at photos or to write a funny : 
letter to another camp friend. Then : 
you can see if your friendship will 
move beyond camp memories. 
You still have your other friends, 
so if this friendship feels forced 
at school, there’s no need to push 
it. At least you'll already know 
someone at camp next year. 


*« 


Dear American Girl, 


When my mom takes me 
shopping, we always disagree 
on clothes. She wants me to 
wear what my sisters used to 


wear, but I want my own style. 
How con we agree? 


Ask your mom what her rules are 
about clothing. Then share your 
opinion when you go shopping. 
Be specific! Try, “I like these jeans 


because they’re very comfortable,” 


or “I really don’t like things that are : 


frilly.” Focus on the clothes instead 
of criticizing your mom’s taste. If 
you follow her rules, you should 
find clothes that you both like. 

* 
Dear American Girl, 


I have a friend who always eats 


her dessert first at lunchtime. 
I keep telling her to eat the 
right way, but she won’t listen. 
dessert help 


Whoa—who called in the food 
police? Sure, most people save 
their desserts to enjoy last, but 
your friend can make her own 
choices about that. It’s really best 
to back off from your friend and 
to focus on your own habits. Make 
sure that you’re eating well, and 
leave it at that. 

x 
Dear American Girl, 
My friend thinks that she’s a 
really good singer. But she’s 
actually kind of bad. She always 
asks for my opinion, so should 
I tell her the truth? 
afraid 
The truth is that you’d hurt your 
friend if you told her that you 
thought her singing was bad. Next 
time she wants your opinion, focus 
on positive things. You don’t need 
to tell her that she’s a great singer, 
but you can say, “You put so much 
emotion into your singing! I can 
feel it.” Or ask her what kind of 
music she’d want to perform if she 
were famous. You can talk about 
singing and still be kind. 


*« 
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MORE HELP! 


Dear American Girl, 


I’m seriously tall. I just found 
out that I can’t be in a ballet 
dance with my class because 
all of the dancers need to be 
the same height. I’m getting a 
different part in the show, but 
I want to be with my friends. 
Koo kali 

It stinks to be treated differently 
for something you can’t control. 
But try not to treat this as a bad 


thing—instead, it could be a 


chance to meet new people andto : 


try something different. You'll be 


back in class with all of your friends 


before you know it. For now, stand 

"up tall, and dance your heart out. 
*« 

Dear American Girl, 

I discovered that my friend was 

doing something dangerous. 

I told an adult, and my friend 

got in BIG trouble. I tried to 

do the right thing, but now all 

of our other friends say I’m a 

tattler. They’re ignoring me. 

new friends? 

There’s a difference between 


telling and tattling. In your heart, 


eoeecceses 


eoerececcecces 


you were concerned and trying to 


protect your friend. That doesn’t 
make you a tattler—it makes you a 
brave girl and a great friend. Your 
other friends might not under- 
stand. They might not be mature 
enough to see that you were only 
trying to help. It’s hard, but you 
should stand by your decision. 
Your friendships might change for 


a while, but know that there are 


plenty of girls out there who would 


love to have a friend like you. 


*« 


Dear American Girl, 


My mom drives a fire truck and 


works as a paramedic. I’m 
proud that she is so strong and 
courageous, but I get scared 
every time she leaves for work. 


Worried about Mom 


Se eeseeeseseeeeccesesesseese 


. 
. 
. 


Your mom has a really important 
job. Her work can be dangerous 
at times, but your mom and her 
co-workers have had a lot of 
training in ways to stay safe. Still, 
tell your mom how you feel. Say, 
“I'm proud that you have the job 
you have, but | always worry that 
you'll get hurt. Sometimes | worry 
a lot.” Hearing about how careful 


she is might make you feel better. 


x 


Advice from Uou, 

“Do you ever forget what 
you were about to say? 
When this happens to me, 
I just try to re-trace my 


thoughts, like | would 


re-trace my steps if | had 
lost something. It really 


seems to work!” 


Maerose P 


Age 10, Massachusetts 


: Need advice? Got advice? Write: 


: Help! 


: American Girl magazine 
: 8400 Fairway Place 
: Middleton, WI 53562 
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Fun today. Memories forever! 
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Coming up in the November/December issue 


Layer your favorite holiday flavors Host a party where you help others while 
in these easy recipes! having fun with your friends. 
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How willing are you to try new things? 
Find out with this quiz! 


Easy crafts to make and give 
to everyone on your list 


Illustrations: Carol Yoshizumi 
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sign to hang on your 
door (ask your parents first). 


